Attendance and Contribution

Mo Wk BS MW

Oct 24 11 16
Oct 17 10 19
Oct 10 9 14
Oct. 3 13 24

Programs to Watch and Share

SEARCH
Sundays @ 7:00 am WUXP-TV 30
Sundays @10:00 am WHTN-TV 39
Mack Lyon, speaker
www.searchtv.org

PREACHING THE GOSPEL
Sundays @ 7:30 am WUXP-TV30
James Watkins, speaker

EW Wed Cont
18 16 $445
21 13 $651
20 14 $462
18 11 $509
Assignments November
Song leader (SS) Ken Thomas
Announcements Tim Waldron
Songleader-Worship [Tim Waldron
Scripture reading Steve Miller
Opening prayer James Mason
Table service (center) [T J Waldron
(center) Junior Conner
(outside)[Tim Waldron
(outside)|Cole Gordon
Closing Prayer Lee Rose

Bible Reading Schedule Week of Oct. 31-Nov. 7
Lam 4:1- Ezek. 17:24; Heb. 2-8; Ps. 103-106:31; Prov. 26:23-27:9

Sun Mon Tue. | Wed. Thur. Fri. Sat. Sun.
Lament./ Lam Ez 1:1- 3:16 7-9 10-11 12:1- 14:12 16:42-
Ezekiel 4-5 3:15 6:14 14:11 16:41 17:24
Heb Heb.2 |3 4 5 6 7:1-17 7:18-28 8
Psalms 103 104: 104: 105: 105: 105: 106: 106:
1-23 24-36 | 1-15 16-36 37-48 1-12 13-31
Prov.26/27 | 26:23 26:24-26 | 26:27 | 26:28 27:1-2 27:3 27:4-6 27:7-9

Remember - the Sunday evening lesson is based on the previous week’s reading.

Church of Christ
at Beech Grove

meeting at Beechgrove, TN since 1875
% Visitors Always Welcome <*
14035 Murfreesboro Hwy.

US 41 near 1-24 exit 97

= P.O. Box 85, Beechgrove, TN 37018

Phone 931-394-2305

http://kennethlorin.com/BeechGroveChurch.html
http://kennethlorin.com/W eeklyBulletin.html
Kenneth L. Thomas, minister - 615-890-6959

Why Do We Disobey God?
By Richard Mansel

Why do men and women openly
defy God? Why do we show
contempt in the face of his warnings?
The short answer is sin and human
weakness. Yet, we feel compelled to
dig deeper.

God is all-powerful and formed
the universe with a thought
(Jeremiah 32:17,27; Genesis 1). He
is perfectly good and cannot sin nor
lie (Psalm 32:19; Psalm 145:9; Titus
1:2). Moreover, he can bring terrible

Sunday Schedule
Bible Classes 10 AM
Worship 11 AM
Worship 6 PM
Wednesday: Bible Classes 7 PM

destruction upon man with a word
(Psalm 18:7-15; Lamentations 1:8,9).
God cannot tolerate disobedience,
and he has made this abundantly
clear./1 God's people suffered at the
hands of the Edomites and God
completely destroyed them
(Obadiah). God said that Egypt and
their allies would suffer, and it
happened ( Ezekiel 30). God said
that Ammon would cease to exist as
a nation and it came true ( Ezekiel
25:1-7). The Philistines suffered the
wrath of God and ceased to exist (

Ezekiel 15:15-17).
(Continued inside)

Mission Works & Evangelism

House to House/ Heart to Heart
Restoration Radio
Jim Waldron
Manuelito Children’s Home
Church of Christ at Columbia, MS




Beech Grove News and
Prayer Requests

Sick list - members, relatives and
friends: Sandra Toops (Kristin’s,
mom),Glen Oaks Convalescent Center
in Shelbyville. Laura Singleton is now at
home. Charlene Brandon was able to
attend last week. The Masons were out
Wednesday because of sickness.
Visitors: We recently had visitors from
the area including Alyssa from
Beechgrove and her friend from
Nashville;, Richard from Murfreesboro;
and a young couple from the New Hope
congregation in Mississippi. Dallas and
Elizabeth C. stopped their long flatbed
truck on Wednesday night in the midst
of a haul and waited for us to arrive. We
were delighted to have all our visitors
and hope they were edified by being
here. Whether from overseas or locally,
our visitors always seem to get a warm
welcome.

Prayer list . . . Pray for

*Beechgrove, to hear the gospel and
obey.

*Christians who teach the gospel around
the world.

*Mission work at home and abroad

*The effectiveness of our direct mailing
of HtH/HtH.

*Those tempted by Satan to forsake the
Lord, His church, and godly living.

*The lukewarm

*The sick and injured

*Widows and orphans

*Those who are bereaved.

*The unemployed

*Leaders of nations and local leaders.
*School teachers and students
*Garland Brown, Bill Bouldin,
Elizabeth Walker

*Military personnel: Andy Miller
family in Japan. Adam Thomas in N.C.
*People suffering from disasters caused
by nature and weather

Why Do We Disobey . . ? (Cont.)

God promised, on more than one
occasion, the destruction of Jerusalem
as a result of Israel's disobedience, and
it always happened exactly as
prophesied. Israel saw the wrath of
God for centuries and never made the
connection between the disobedience
of the sufferers and their own actions.
The most powerful example is when
Israel witnessed the ten plagues in
Egypt, the parting of the Red Sea, the
destruction of the Egyptian army and
in short order began to doubt God
could feed and protect them ( Exodus
15-17).

Moses goes up to God on the
mountain to receive the Law and in no
time Israel has constructed a golden

calf to worship ( Exodus 32:1-6).
Forgetting all about the fear of God,
they commit idolatrous acts.

Today, little has changed. Man
continues to read of the certainty of the
consequences of rebellion against God.
Yet, he never makes the necessary
connections between his actions and
their consequences.

One of man's greatest instincts is
self-preservation. It is defined as,
"Protection of oneself from harm or
destruction and the instinct for
individual preservation; the innate desire
to stay alive."/2 While it is useful in
escaping physical danger, it nonetheless
can lead us to disobey God.

Man's greatest weakness 1is
selfishness ( 2 Timothy 3:2). Man will
find something he wants to do and will
fashion a way to accomplish his goal.
When opposition arises,
self-preservation engages and we
employ denial and rationalization in
order to justify our desired path. We will
sometimes accomplish this goal at the
expense of truth, family, friends, and
reputation. We will lie to ourselves and
berate our conscience until it condones
our behavior ( 1 Timothy 4:2). We must
remember that man will accept anything
in order to get through the night and
face himself in the mirror.

When God's will conflicts with
man's will, questions quickly arise.
How badly do we want what we
desire? Can we find a loophole in
God's commands? Do we know
anyone we can use to justify our will?
What shortcomings can we highlight in
order to bring shame on our critics?
How can we discredit God's Word so
the admonition disappears?

In the briefest of moments,
these temptations race through our
brains as we try to find peace with our
desired actions. We work the angles
and weigh the costs, and if we lose the
battle, we disobey God. We have
found the consequences less important
than our own selfish desires.

The courage to defy these urges
and do what is right is extraordinary.
However, God has given us the power
to stand for truth and defy Satan (
James 4:7; 1 Peter 5:8,9). But, it will
require a suppression of our base
desires and the courage to stand for our
souls rather than our pleasure.

1/ Kenny Barfield, The Prophet Motive (Nashville:
Gospel Advocate, 1995).
2/ http://www.answers.com/topic/self-preservation

Used by permission from Forthright Magazine
(www forthright.net). Copyright ©2006, Richard
Mansel



